
Assessment Prep with Kognity
IGCSE ESL

What is this guide for?

This guide is designed to help you 
make the most out of Kognity as a tool 
to prepare students for success both 
in formative assessments and IGCSE 
exam preparation.

Below you will find some ways teachers can use Kognity’s resources to successfully 
prepare their students for IGCSE ESL assessment components.

How does Kognity help with assessment preparation for IGCSE ESL?

John Hattie

“Think of feedback as 
received, not given.”

According to John Hattie, Professor of Education and Director of 
the Melbourne Educational Research Institute at the University of 
Melbourne, Australia, feedback is an important driver for improving 
teaching and learning. Formative assessments play a large role in 
consistent feedback throughout the year as students prepare for 
their IGCSE exams. Kognity provides efficient tools for immediate 
feedback to both the student and teacher.

For students:

Students can test their listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills in ESL through completing vocabulary activities, skills boxes, 
and comprehension exercises and receiving immediate feedback 
on their responses.

For teachers:

Teachers get immediate feedback on their students’ progress through the 
Questions and Textbook data, located on the Insights tab. Here, teachers 
can view a visual representation of student quiz and assignment scores. 
Teachers can then easily identify those students who need help, which 
makes intervention fast and efficient.

https://visible-learning.org/john-hattie/
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How does Kognity help with formative assessments?

Applying correct grammar and vocabulary in writing

Vocabulary boxes

These practice tasks are interspersed 

throughout the book and provide a clear 

application of grammatical structures 

and words/phrases in the annotations 

section of every writing task. Please see 

an example below from section 

4.2.6: Writing skills: Applying for jobs

The numerous vocabulary boxes throughout the content contain words that are closely 

related to the specific task in the section.



How does Kognity help with formative assessments?

Revisions Quizzes

Exit Tickets

Kognity’s question assignments can be used as question drills for review at the end of a 

unit. Teachers can drill students on different topics using multiple choice questions and 

fill in the blank questions. All question assignments are auto-graded, so students and 

teachers can immediately receive the results. Teachers can then revise any common 

mistakes before starting to teach new content.

Exit tickets are a great type of formative assessment. At the end of class, students 

respond to a series of questions pertaining to the lesson to consolidate their knowledge 

and understanding. Students can complete question assignments as exit tickets, or 

answer an activity embedded in the content. 

https://kognity.com/resources/kognity-training-videos/#question-assignment


How does Kognity help with formative assessments?

Notebook and Summaries

Self-Study

Kognity’s notebook feature allows students to make their own notes and print out if 

necessary for consolidation. Students can use the notebook feature when they are 

performing self-assessment of knowledge and understanding at the end of each subtopic 

with the summaries.

To provide students with resources for 

self-directed active recall study, use 

strength tests and battles. Students 

can also use self-assessment checklists 

before a test or exam to help identify 

areas of weakness, and keep track of 

their progress with the strength bar.



How does Kognity help with IGCSE Assessment 
Preparation?

Each subtopic focuses on all four skills of the language (L, S, R, W) in a variety of 

instructional ‘Study Skills’ boxes in addition to exercises that progress in difficulty with the 

subtopics. Furthermore, each skill is being enhanced through specific steps that enable 

students to do a perfect job in every exercise.

As for the grammar, it is first explained and examples are given, while later the scaffolding 

is removed so students can proceed with independent application. Moreover, the 

vocabulary boxes are closely related to all four skills, making sure students express 

themselves in the best possible way.



How does Kognity help with IGCSE Assessment 
Preparation?

Finally, what everyone loves about this resource is the exam style questions (ESQ) section 

in the assignments tab. These ESQ’s show students what the real exam will look like and 

what is expected of them. The scaffolding has again been removed and students are 

expected to complete the tasks in exam conditions, i.e. no steps, no instructions, and no 

help from their teacher or peers. 

www.kognity.com


